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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Seventy-seventh Report — 
“2017–18 Budget Cycle—Part 2: Annual Report Hearings” — Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: As I was saying, in conclusion, this report marks the completion of the budget cycle 
for 2017–18, the start of a cycle being the Treasurer’s circular to ministers notifying them of the budget process, 
concluding with the tabling of annual reports and the committee’s annual report hearings. It is the first time that 
this committee had followed through that cycle. The importance of the cycle, as I mentioned, was that Parliament 
gets to, firstly, scrutinise the budget and approve the estimates of expenditure; and, secondly, as a point of 
accountability, scrutinise the annual reports provided to Parliament by agencies. In other words, Parliament gets 
to not only scrutinise the way in which expenditure had been approved or how the resources are then allocated and 
utilised, but also, importantly, look at the way in which agencies have identified their key performance indicators 
and the extent to which they have met those key performance indicators. As such, they are important accountability, 
scrutiny and transparency tools, and I commend the report to this place. I also encourage members’ participation 
in the forthcoming annual report hearings—which I have no doubt members will be informed of in the near 
future—because it is a particularly important part of the budget cycle. The budget cycle commenced again late last 
year, with the Treasurer’s instructions to agencies on the preparation of the budget.  

Consideration of report adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, pursuant to standing orders. 
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